The first stage in the current selection process is a series of searches in Medline. These are conducted using the OVID [Ovid Technologies, New York, USA]. The first of the search strategies is based on the detailed strategy used by the Specialist library for Oral Health http:// libraries.nelh.nhs.uk/oralhealth/search_ filters.asp to identify dental papers (see Table 1 ).
The next stage is then the search for systematic reviews using a search strategy from the evidence-based project at McMaster University (Table 2 ). This can be seen on the specialist Oral Health Library at http://libraries.nelh. nhs.uk/oralhealth/search_filters.asp. This strategy is not one with maximum sensitivity i.e. it will not pick up every article which could be a systematic review but it is more precise. The results from the dental search and the systematic review search are them combined.
This whole process is repeated on Medline for randomised controlled trials (Table 3) , and for prognosis, diagnosis and aetiology studies using search strategies which can be found on the Critical Skill Appraisal Programme (CASP) website www.phru.nhs.uk/casp/filters.htm All the searches that are performed on Medline are limited to the last 3 years, currently from 2001 onwards. They are then limited to those conducted on humans. The searches are run at regular intervals, approximately every 3 months. All the identified papers are then downloaded to bibliographic management software so that duplicates can be readily excluded.
The titles and abstracts of these papers are then reviewed for clinical relevance. Copies of the relevant papers are then obtained and checked to see whether Table 1 . Search terms to identify dental papers on MEDLINE using OVID platform. Table 2 . Systematic reviews search strategy.
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